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Walter Haidle has illuminated the dark corners of centuries-old European castles.

But he will gladly light up your home, even if it’s a castle only to you. Since 1978, when he began designing historically-inspired lanterns, Haidle figures he’s handcrafted “thousands” of interior and exterior light fixtures. Many of them shine on in churches, museums, heritage buildings and traditional Irish pubs throughout Europe, the United Kingdom, Asia and North America. His latest creations, crafted in his Innisfil workshop, are more likely to grace luxury custom homes in the Collingwood and Muskoka areas.

Haidle, who was raised in Oro and attended Barrie North Collegiate, started his career in custom lighting here in Simcoe County. “My (late) father was in the antique business in Bass Lake,” says Haidle, a former science teacher in Mississauga. “I was interested in the lighting aspect of antiques. I started making oil lamps and graduated to making reproduction antique lanterns.” It was in Ireland, where he lived for 10 years, that he perfected the art of creating traditional lights in copper, brass and wrought iron, and qualified as a master craftsman. “Lanterns are my forte,” says Haidle, proudly hefting a Georgian-style, six-sided copper lantern he’s making for a residential client. “It’s (based on) a replica of the ones I made for Christchurch Cathedral, a 1,000-year-old church in Dublin.”

During his stay in Ireland, Haidle was also commissioned to re-create period lighting for Farmleigh, the 1790s home of famed brewery founder, Arthur Guinness.
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“It’s a huge mansion that’s now a museum,” says Haidle. “I did all of the interior and exterior lights. It took about four months to make 50 to 60 lights.”

While most of the fixtures he makes are inspired by traditional designs from 16th- and 17th-century Europe, Haidle also designs modern lighting to suit contemporary spaces and tastes, and counts Irish singer, Enya, and English race car driver, Damon Hill, among his celebrity clients. “I can do modern,” he says, recalling a spectacularly large modernstyle chandelier he made for The Mad Hatter Pub in Ireland. “It was 18 feet wide - a circular design spiralling up over 60 feet.

It took me two months to make and I had to build it on-site. It took three days to get it up there." 

Three years ago, Haidle returned to Simcoe County to relaunch his light-crafting business under the highly appropriate name, Lightcrafters. Today, he creates his masterpieces in a medieval-looking workshop attached to a modest bungalow on Yonge Street in Innisfil. He’s eager to show off his traditional metal-working machines, which look as if they could have come from the dungeons of the castles he has outfitted with period lighting. Some, like his 20-tonne press for notching grooves and his flatbender for making corners, are antiques in their own right. 

His partner, Miriam De Silva, does the wiring of pieces and helps with the finishes. “It’s very hard to do,” says Haidle.

“She’s very good at it.” Haidle is, without question, also very good at what he does. His quality craftsmanship has earned him a place at Toronto’s One-of-a-Kind Craft Show and Sale as well as first place in the 2006 Festival of Huronia Arts and Crafts at Barrie’s Kempenfest.

As more people look to the Simcoe- Muskoka area to retire and build their dream homes, Haidle anticipates a growing demand for the kind of distinctive lighting options he can offer. One thing his experience at craft shows has shown: If they see it, they will come. “They say, ‘This is what I’ve been looking for, but couldn’t find.’”
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